
Mohave Middle School Summer Reading

While summer reading is not a requirement during the summer of 2022, it is
encouraged!
We challenge you to pick up a book during your time away from school and
continue learning and growing.

Teachers will offer students who have read a novel and completed a project
up to a 2% increase in their ELA grade at the end of the first quarter. Summer
reading is optional; it is NOT mandatory.

The summer reading projects will be due no later than Friday, August 5th.

Directions:

1) Students will read a novel during summer break. Listed below are book titles that teachers recommend.
However, students may also choose a book they have not read before, at least 150 pages, and grade level
appropriate.

If you would like to check out a digital book from our online library, here are the directions:
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/1dvYN7Pt52k?playlist=1dvYN7Pt52k&autoplay=1&iv_load_pol
icy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=

***Students participating in the Summer Boost will read a predetermined book decided upon by the
teacher.

2) After reading a novel of their choice, students will choose and complete ONE of the three projects offered.
See below for book project choices.

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/1dvYN7Pt52k?playlist=1dvYN7Pt52k&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/1dvYN7Pt52k?playlist=1dvYN7Pt52k&autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&start=


Recommended/Suggested Titles

Incoming 6th Grade Incoming 7th Grade Incoming 8th Grade

Al Capone Does My Shirts
Ask Me No Questions
Crossing the Wire
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library (will
be the Summer Boost program book)
How to Steal a Dog
The Black Pearl
My Side of the Mountain
Where the Red Fern Grows
The Cay
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane

Graceling
Eighth Grade Bites
Heir Apparent
Hour of the Bees
Novio Boy: A Play
Murder on the Orient Express
Navigating Early
Anne of Green Gables
Pax (will be the Summer Boost program
book)

The Crossover
Feed
The Great Greene Heist
If I Stay
Matched
Sticks and Stones
Treasure Island
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Gathering Blue
White Fang
The Red Umbrella (will be the Summer
Boost program book)

⇩ Scroll down for book project choices ⇩



Project #1: Key Event Comic Strip

Directions: Upon completion of reading your novel, you may choose to create a comic strip based on a key event from the book.

Step 1:

On an 8.5”x11” sheet of either white computer paper, construction paper, or small poster board, create 6 or more panels for your

comic strip. The comic strip must fill the entire page. Include the title and author of your book and your name.

Step 2:

Beginning with the second panel, create a comic that demonstrates your understanding of a key event from the book that forces or

allows the main character, also known as the protagonist, to grow or change in some way.

The comic must have meaningful dialogue or detailed captions in each panel that pertain to the key event. Dialogue may be typed or

neatly handwritten.

Step 3:

Incorporate color and Images into every panel of the comic strip. Images may be drawn by hand or created digitally.

Step 4:

Complete the reflection prompts (located below) on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your comic.  Please use complete

sentences.

Reflective Questions:

1. What was/were the biggest conflict(s) the protagonist encountered in the book?  Use specific details/examples from the book to
support your answer.



2. How did the protagonist overcome the challenges s/he faced in the book? Use specific details from the book to support your
answer.

3. Did those challenges teach the protagonist anything about him/herself or the world s/he lives in? How do you know? Support
your answer with specific details/examples from the book.

Project #2: Postcard from the Protagonist

Directions: Upon completion of reading your novel, you may choose to create a detailed postcard from the protagonist of the book.

Step 1:

Draw a picture(s) or create a collage on one side of an unlined 8 ½ X 11 paper that illustrates an important setting in the book. For

the visual(s) on the front of your postcard, students may draw illustrations, use digital graphics, or cut pictures from magazines.

Step 2:

First, identify three important events from the novel. Next, assume the identity of the protagonist and write a postcard to another

character in the novel that describes your reaction to those three key events. Make sure to describe the events in  the postcard using

specific details from the book and describe your reaction to the events. Write in 1st person point of view. The postcard message may

be typed or neatly written.

Step 3:

Lastly, 1) sign the protagonist’s name at the end of the message, 2) postmark your postcard by using the time and setting from the

novel, and 3) include a “stamp” in the upper-right hand corner. See sample below.

Step 4:



Complete the reflection prompts (located below) on a separate sheet of paper and attach to your comic.  Please use complete

sentences.

Postcard Example:

Reflective Questions:

1. What was/were the biggest conflict(s) the protagonist encountered in the book?  Use specific details/examples from the book to
support your answer.

2. How did the protagonist overcome the challenges s/he faced in the book? Use specific details from the book to support your
answer.

3. Did those challenges teach the protagonist anything about him/herself or the world s/he lives in? How do you know? Support
your answer with specific details/examples from the book.



Project #3: Novel Soundtrack

Directions: Upon completion of reading a novel, students may choose to create a detailed movie soundtrack for that novel.

Step 1:

Imagine the novel is being made into a movie, and you will be creating its original soundtrack.  For each song, include a short

explanation as described below. Project may be typed or handwritten.

Song #1: Main Character/Protagonist

1. Choose a song that is descriptive of the main character.

2. List the artist and song title.

3. Briefly explain how this song relates to the main character’s personality, actions, thoughts, etc.

Song #2: Main Conflict

1. Choose a song that is descriptive of the main conflict or problem the main character faces in the novel.

2. List the artist and song title.

3. Briefly explain the main conflict and how this song reflects the conflict.

Song #3: Climax

1. Choose a song that reflects the climax of the novel.

2. List the artist and song title.

3. Briefly explain the climax and explain how the song reflects the climax.

Song #4: Favorite Scene

1. Choose a song that reflects your favorite scene or chapter in the novel.

2. List the artist and song title.

3. Briefly summarize the significance of the scene and explain how the song connects to the scene.



Song #5: Theme

1. Choose a song that reflects a theme from the novel.

2. List the artist and song title.

3. Briefly explain the theme and explain how the song relates to it.

Step 2:

In addition to the song selections, create a cover design for the soundtrack that provides a visual representation of the novel. The

cover must include color and a visual, in addition to your name, book title, and author of the novel. You may not copy the existing

book cover.



Summer Reading Project Rubric
Criteria Highly Proficient Proficient Partially Proficient Minimally Proficient

Presentation
and Format

Exceptionally neat, typed
or legibly handwritten;
extremely colorful, includes
thoughtful and relevant
visuals; follows all
formatting guidelines;
exceeds project
expectations

Neat, legibly handwritten or
typed; colorful, includes
relevant visuals; follows
most formatting guidelines;
meets project expectations

Handwritten, somewhat
legible; minimal color, little
detail in illustrations;
follows some formatting
guidelines; approaches,
but does not meet, project
expectations

Difficult to read, illegible;
no color, missing
pictures or illustrations;
does not follow
formatting guideline; falls
far below project
expectations

Ideas &
Content

Demonstrates a deep and
accurate understanding of
and connection to the
novel; project contains
insightful, original ideas,
carefully selected, rich
details from the text to
support understanding of
the book

Demonstrates an accurate
understanding of and
connection to the novel.;
project contains original
ideas and relevant details
from the text to support
understanding of the book

Demonstrates a limited
understanding of and
connection to the novel;
project contains vague or
general ideas and minimal
details from the text to
support understanding of
the book

Demonstrates minimal or
no understanding of or
connection to the novel;
project contains little to
no ideas and is missing
details from the text to
support understanding of
the book

Conventions
Project contains very few
errors in grammar,
spelling, punctuation and
capitalization

Project contains some
errors in grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and
capitalization

Project contains frequent
errors in grammar,
spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization

Project contains
numerous errors in
grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and
capitalization, making it
difficult to read or
understand




